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HUMAN ORDURE, 
Botanically Conſidered: 


HERE is certainly no Happineſs in 
this Life, that can poſſibly equal Lei- 
? ſure and Retirement; for a Man in 
FD this State has it in his Power to 
exerciſe all his Intellectual Faculties 

wich the utmoſt Freedom and Satisfaction, as well 
upon the meaneſt and humbleſt Subjects, as upon 
the moſt ſublime and exalted Ideas; I ſhou'd 
compare him to the Poet who writes in Blank, 
whoſe noble unconfin'd Thoughts are not limited 
by that childiſh harmonious Priſon called Rhyme, 
by which I wou'd be underſtood to mean thoſe 
People who chime ſympathetically, as it were with 
the Abſurdities, and Narrowneſles, of the reſt of 


B their 


(2) 
their ill-judging Fellow-Creatures, But the gene- 
rous Retired blank Philoſopher exerciſes the Ta- 
lents of a Free-will, unenvy'd and unadmir'd.Surely 
Senecas * Obſervation is both wiſe and juſt ; 


Dui notus nimis omnibus 
Ignotus moritur fibi. 


And the only ſure Way for a Man of Senſe to 
avoid the nimis notis, and to enjoy and know 
himſelf thoroughly, is in an agreeable Retire- 
ment, free from the officious Impertinences of a 
promiſcuous Society; this wiſe Apophthegm has 
made me an entire Votary to Solitude, where 1 
have enjoyed for ſome Time paſt an uninter- 
fupted Variety of Speculations. 

But there has none employed my Thoughts of 
late ſo much, as a very nice Inquiſition, or In- 
ſpection, into the frequent Differences we meet 
with in Human Ordure. The World may fay, 
perhaps I had very little to do, and that fo ſolemn 
and ſerious a Preface ill became ſo foul a Subject; 
but, let what will be ſaid, I can't help communi- 
cating my Sentiments, but will endeavour to wrap 
'em up in.as cleanly a Manner, as the Dirtineſs 
of the Theme will admit. 

"Tis an Aphoriſm in Phyſick +, Sedes Samrum 
oportet ee figuratas, that is, That the Excrements 


Trag. Thyeft. AR, II. 
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of People in full Health ought to be fignred- 
For my Part, I ſhan't confine myſelf to any phy- 
ſical Meanings or Explanations of this Maxim, 
but ſhall candidly give my own Obſervations on 
the SubjeR. 

There is no Man that ever was ſo humble as to 
obſerve Human Ordure, but muſt confeſs there is 
a wonderful Variety in all Productions of this Na- 
ture. I entirely exclude the Faces Colliguative 
(called in Engliþ by the Figure Onomatopceia, 
Squitter) being ſeldom the Sedes Sanorum, and 
therefore forcign to the Subject. For my Part, I 
have found ſuch a Variety, that I have trib'd and 
claſs'd them, with as much Pleaſure and Care as 
Botaniſts do Plants, 

And the firſt of the Tribe that claims Prece- 
dence, is the Merda * Campanulata ſive Turbinata, 
the Bell-form'd Excrements, or reſembling a 
Boy's Top reversd; the diftinguiſhing Cha- 
racteriſtick of this kind of Evacuation, is, that 
it riſes with a broad Baſis, and terminates with a 
narrow Apex; under this Denomination are com- 
prehended, thoſe form'd like an Obeliſk, Che- 
hire Hat, Sugar-Loaf, inverted Pyramid, Por- 
tuga Pear, ec. Theſe are always of a firm Con- 
ſiſtency, the Product of a well concocted Ali- 
ment, and are always generated in a robuſt ſtrong 


Vid. Dr, Stephens's Botanical Elements, pag. 13. 
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Body, and give us ſure Indications of a firm well 
ton'd ſet of Inteſtines, with a ſalubrious Attraction 
of the LaQteal Veſſels; to be met with moſtly in 
Plow'd Fields, High Roads, and ſometimes in 
Meadows, I have ſeen ſome faint Icons of this 
Species about the Suburbs of Cities ; theſe gene- 
rally belong to Farmers, Plowmen, Threſhers, 
Sc. I have not had Time to enquire into the Vir- 
tues or Vices of theſe, or any of the Kinds I have 
met with; but that muſt be my next Work, ac- 
cording as this meets with Encouragement. 

The next Tribe are, the Merdæ * Doliolai des, 
or Tun-form'd, Excrements ; theſe are generally 
thick in the Middle, and ſmall at both Extremi- 
ties, like a Rowling-pin or Wooden Cat; theſe, 
being exactly divided in the Middle, are convert- 
ed into a Species of the former Tribe. 

Theſe are of as firm a Conſiſtency as the Cam- 
panulatæ, but don't ſeem to be ſo naturally co- 
lour'd ; but whether this be a Fault in the firſt, 
ſecond, or third ConcoCtion, I leave tothe Deci- 
fion of the Curious ; theſe Kinds are uſually to be 
met with about Cities, and ſometimes in the 
Country; they are much larger in Eng/and than 
here, and larger again in Holland: I remember, 


about four Years ago, I was walking with an 
Eng/i Merchant, in a Field near the Town of 


® Ser fariber into the Botanical Elements, p. 14. 
Antwerp, 


(5) 
Antwerp, where I ſpied one of theſe Tun-form'd 
Affair: lying by a Ditch-ſide, and, I being a 
Stranger in the Country, took it for a ſmall Rund- 
let of Brandy, and wou'd certainly have b———t 
myſelf with Eagerneſs to ſeize it before my 
Friend, had he not undeceiv'd me, by laughing 
heartily, and aſking, what the D——l I was go» 
ing to do with the Ifgang or Stront of a 
Dutchman ? 1 mult own I never was more de- 
ceiv'd nor aſham'd in my Life, but nothing cer- 
tainly ever more reſembled the thing I took it 
for than it did; its Shape and Colour fo regular, 
and its Bulk equivalent to a Keg of about three 
Quarts Meaſure, and the“ Valvulæ Conniventes 
of the Inteſt inum Colon had made circular Impreſ- 
ſions on both Extremities, that exactly reſembled 
Hoops; and what was more particular, there was 
the Stone of ſome Fruit voided with the Excre- 
ment, which lay à propos in the Center of the 
thicker Part, and exactly reſembled a Bung, ſo 
that really after all *fwas a very natural Miſtake ; 
but what ſurpriz'd me more, was, conſidering 
the Diameter of this monſtrous Evacuation, how 
'twas poſſible an human Rectum cou'd contain 
it; but afterwards I ſaw larger, and the F requency 
in a great meaſure abated my Surprize; and con- 
ſidering the Frame of the Dutch in general about 


* Vid. Dr. Willis, Bartholin. Verhye 2 . de Inteſtinis. 
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(6) 
the Hips, or Oha inominata, Os Satrum, Coxigis, 
Sc. where the ſtreight Gut te:minates,. tis no 
great Wonder they ſhou'd have ſuch gigantine 
Stools: I have often in dark Nights ſtumbled 
over ſome of them. 

N. B. 'Twas upon this comely Species of E- 
vacuation, that the munificent King James the 
Firft confirmed the Honour of Knighthood *. 

The Third Claſs or Tribe are the Merdæ 
Variegatæ, five Marmoratæ, the Marbl'd or 
Strip'd Excrement ; *tis really diverting to ſee 
how Nature ſports in the Production of this kind 
of Fæces; as to the Shape, they may participate 
of the two former, but have not half the Solidity 
or Conſiſtency ; I have ſeen ſome white, bluiſh, 
and brown, others yellow, orange, and grey, and 
all in the ſame Excretion ; theſe are properly the 
Variegate, but the Marmorate, tho of the ſame 
Tribe, yet their diſtinguiſhing CharaQteriſticks are 
different, for their Variations chiefly depend on 
ſanguiferous Streaks, and Specks, and Lines of a 
different colour'd Choler or Bile, marbling as it 
were the Fæces: The former Species of this 
Tribe proceed either from Meats of different 
Kinds or Conſiſtency eaten the ſame Day,or from 
Drinks of different Colours, taken after, which 
generally tinge ſome Parts of the Excrement with 


* Vide Gabriel Benzoar's Remarkable Tranſaciont of the 
Kings of England fince W. the Conqueror, page 102, 
| a Colour 
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a Colour ſome Way or other analogous to what 
was Originally taken in. (Claret-Drinkers always 
have coſtive dark reddiſh Stools, and, as Coſtiveneſs 
was looked upon to be beneficial to Men in Years, 
upon this Account *twas order'd to old Men by 
two of the greateſt Philoſophers of the Faculty 
in their Days. But this by the bye.) 

The latter Species of this Tribe proceeds either 
from Over-ſtraining, which occaſions perhaps a 
Rupture of ſome minute inteſtinal Veſſel which' 
ſpills its Contents upon this kind of Fæces in 
Streaks, or perhaps from a Tincture of the Gall in 
the Inteſtinum Duodenum, or it may be from an 
accidental Mixture of an Atra bi/is with the Fæces 
in the Circuit of the Guts ; but, happen as it will, 
I have been ſtrangely diverted with the Variety of 
Figures that thoſe Mzandrous variegated Streaks 
have produc'd; I have often fancy'd I have ſeen 
as whimſical Landſkips as the Hand of Art could 
poſſibly depict; at other Times I have actually and 
diſtinctly read unintelligible Words formed by 
thoſe irregular party-coloured Streaks, which 
makes me believe, twas by the Aſſiſtance of thoſe, 
Species of Fæces that f Zid Benzoo/, the ſamous 
Per/ian Soothſayer, uſed to propheſy, and not only 
foretel the Death of particular Perionages, but 


* Hippocrates and Galen, 
+ Zid Benzool, or Ziddy, died at Iſpahan Anno 1694+ S:me 
ſay be wat burned at Amonzatifdin for Sercery, 's 
A: 
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alſo the Fate of Cities, Provinces, Kingdoms, 
c. There is a very authentick Tradition that 
ſays, this Zid Benxool foretold the Death of the 
Governor of Su/a ( Anno 1662) by ſome extraor- 
dinary Hieroglyphick he ſaw in his Excrement)s 
three Days before he was killed by the random 
Shot of an Arrow : This Way of Divination, I 
think, bears ſome Analogy to that of the Anci- 
ents, who uſed to propheſy by the Viſcera or 
Intrails of Beaſts, Birds, and Men after Death ; 
and indeed the Divination by“ O or Pythoniſa 
was only by Anſwers given from the Viſcera, 
when in their proper Situation, and the Subject 
alive. 

But why this Way of Fortune telling by Faces 
has not been handed down to Poſterity, and been 
better known K us, certainly muſt proceed 
from the Uncleanneſs and Filthineſs of the Subject 
by which we are to form our Predictions, tho' 
there is a Method of Fortune-telling even amongſt 
us now, that bears ſome Reſemblance to that of the 
Perſians, practiſed moſtly by a Sect of People 
calling themſelves Ægyptians, or Gypfies ; and that 
is, by the Faces of Coffee, from thence calling 
themſelves alſo Coffee-Tofſers ; but, as *tis now 
practiſed, tis a meer Cheat. 


® Vide Selden de Dis Syris Syntagmat. 2+ Plutarch in 
Patio, Ee, Syris Syntag 
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I remember to have been told an odd Story of 
one“ T———=8—— Eſq; a Juſtice of the Peace 
in Devonſhire, a Man of great Wealth and Im- 
morality, who was remarkable for avoiding always 
thoſe Fæces Striatæ, one Morning having Occaſion 
to eaſe Nature in a Field, and, having done, died 
of an ApopleQick Fit before he had Time to pull 
up his Breeches ; bis Friends, miſſing him, aſter 
ſome Search found him lying by his. Feces, and 
the Word CaVe, writ, in the Manner expreſs'd, 
upon his Excrement in ſanguineous Characters; and 
they that were Scholars in Company ſaid, * *twas 
an Admonition from Ob or the Lares of his Ex- 
crement, to take Care he ſhould be decently bu- 
ried, ſceing he was a remarkable Man in his 
Country: But my Author fancies this was a Miſ. 
interpretation of the Meaning of the Word, for 
*twas defign'd no doubt (ſaid he) for a Warning 
to the Gentleman himſelf; and he believed, had 
his Excrements been inſpected into before, the 
ſame Phænomenon might have happened, and 
the Man might have either eſcaped or have been 
better prepared had he fortunately looked about 
him; but this is but a Conjecture. And indeed 
that very Action of 7wrni»g about to ſee what's 
voided, which moſt People do (that have not 
the Opportunity of modeſt neceſſary Conveniencies) 
which I uſed to take to be nothing more than a 


Vid. Verſtegan de Terriculamentis, c. pay. 102. 
C natura! 
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natural Mechanical Motion, I believe entirely 
proceeds from ſome confus'd Ideas or Hints of this 
Nature, ſcattered amongſt Mankind : 

The Fourth Tribe of Excrements are the 
Merdæ umbellifere, take the Deſcription. 

This kind are a broad round Fæces, lying 
ſpread upon the Ground, like an Umbrella or 
full blown Roſe, the Colour uncertain ; they are 
of a tolerable Conſiſtency, but don't come nig 
the Solidity of any of the former, but yet are 
firm and uniform : It was this kind of Excre- 
ment that both Hippocrates and after him Celſas 
ſaid indicated the beſt State of Health, and were 
always the moft beneficial to young People, and 
always the Conſequence of a regular temperate 
Method of Living ; + Helmont ſays, They who 
have thoſe kind of Evacuations, have always a 
free Uſe of their perſpiratory Pores, and a'fine 
thin Skin, but a conſtipated Belly makes a thick 
Skin. 

Tis upon this Species of Excrement that the 
innumerable minute greyiſh Fungi, like Down, 
always grow, vulgarly called Mauld. I have for 
ſome Hours wonderfully amus'd myſelf by look- 
ing at thoſe tender Vibriſſæ, and have diſcovered 
by the Help of Microſcopes, the moſt regular 
Vegetation, that cou'd poſſibly be perform'd by a 
cy after the niceſt Proteſs for the Tranſmu- 


+ Cap, de Diæta, page 56. : 
tation 
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tation of Metals ; nay, I have perceived the very 
Motion of their riſing, tho by many Degrees ſlower 
than the Minute Hand of a Watch; for, if we 
conſider the Quickneſs of their Growth, and the 
Shortneſs of their Duration, when grown (for 
'tis remarkable all Fungi grow and decay 
ſpeedily) a Minute to them, in Proportion to 
their Size and Duration, is equivalent to a Year's 
Growth with other larger Vegetables ; and, con- 
ſidering they are produced from their native hot 
Bed, and ſpring ſo ſuddenly, it ought not to 
ſeem improbable, that one may perceive, by the 
Help of Glaſſes, their Vegetative Motion. 

The ingenious Mr. + Laurence, in his Treatiſe 
of Horticulture, tells us of a Method of raiſin 
Purſlain from an hot Bed,that in an Hour's Time 
ſhould be fit to eat ; and certainly the Motion here 
muſt 'be perceivable to the naked Eye. 

I have often with Pleaſure fancied I cou'd diſ- 
cern, upon one of thole Faces overgrown with 
Fungi, the rude Lineaments of Gargens, Wil- 
derneſſes, Eſpaliers, Groves, Orchards, Flower- 
knots, Edgings, &c. and have frequently lent 
my Glaſſes to thoſe of my Friends who would 
venture their Noſes ſo nigh, who bave viewe 
thoſe Luſus Nature, with as much Pleaſure and 
Surprize as myſelf ; I have frequently, with a very 
nice Forceps, pluck'd up one of thoſe funguous 

+ Page 84. 
C 2 Fibres, 
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Fibres, and cou'd plainly perceive always a ſmall 
Atom annex'd to the lower Extremity, which I 
take to be the Root of the Fungus; and I have 
frequently gathered Numbers of them, and en- 
deavoured to analyze them for my own Satiſ- 
faction, o know what they really were, but I 
never proſpered in the Event ; however, the moſt 
rational Conjecture that can be made, is, That 
they certainly are the minute Seeds of ſome 
Fruit or Vegetable, that have been ſwallowed and 
paſs off with the Excrement, and ſo have a 
momentary Vegetation aſterwards. And here [ 
can't but obſerve how often we are indebted to 
Accidents of this Nature, for ſeveral Sorts of 
Fruit-Trees, that are found wild, and ſuppoſed, 
either by Chance or Deſign, to have been toſſed 
out of Gardens, or Seeds ſcattered Abroad by the 
Wind, or elſe to have had their firſt Rudiments 
Jaid there fince the Creation or the Flood, ſuch 
Fruits as Cherries, Apples, Raſpberries, Plums, 
Se., when perhaps they owe their Birth to a 
T—=d: *Tis certainly a common Cuſtom in 
England of eminent Gardeners who propoſe to 
propagate choice Stone Fruit, to give a Quantity 
of them to Children to eat, provided they promiſe 
to {ſwallow the Stones, and they conſtantly watch 
them till they go to Stool, to pick them out; and 
this they aver to be the moſt natural and niceſt 
Preparation, before they inter them, for they 

: | never 


(13) 
never fail, being treated in this Manner, to come 
to the greateſt Perfection. 

M. * Scharzini, an Italian, in his Account of 
the Iſle of Cyprus, tells us there is a particular 
Part in the Weſt of the Iſland ſo overgrown with 
Cherry-Trees, that they take up nigh three 
hundred Acres of Land, and nothing can look 
more beautiful in the Seaſon, than the innumera- 
ble Variety or chequer Work Nature produces by 
the Multiplicity of black and red Cherries ; but 
the latter Colour ſo predominates over the former, 
that Strangers, when at a Diſtance, fancy they 
ſee the Mare Erythreum, where Pharaoh and his 
Army periſhed : He further ſays, this immenſe 
Wilderneſs of Cherry-Trees is entirely owing to 
a kind of Bird called a F Matzer, of which there 
is a prodigious Number in this Part of the Iſland, 
exactly reſembling our B/ack-Bird, only they 
have but one Foot, conſiſting of ten Claws, who 
live wholly upon Cherries, and always ſwallow 
the Stones, and when they void them, it being 
a moiſt Soil, they eaſily by their Vegetative Gra- 
vity ſink and take Root, and are always vaſtly 
prolifick. I doubt not but the ſmall black Cherry 
cultivated in Gardens, and called a Mazer, takes 
ſts Etymology from hence. 


„Page 96 of that Editiam Printed at . Anno 1702. 
+ Vid. Gelter Hiſt, Anima), 
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I am told there is a Plum-Tree called a 
Green Gage, at Stow in England, the Scat of the 
Lord Cobham, that conſtantly bears twelve or four- 
teen Dozen of large, luſcious, green Plums, every 
Seaſon, that was raiſed from a Stone taken out of a 
FrenchMarquis's Excrement,who was a remarkable 
Epicure : Any Man that wou'd eat three or four 
of theſe Plums, in about an Hour after, wou'd 
be ſo prone to Leaping, Skipping, Cutting Ca- 
pers, and Coopees, and ſo apt to make Love to 
every Female that came in the Way, that People 
wou'd think he was mad, and that the Plums - 
had a particular intoxicating Quality in their Juice 
like the“ Mala inſana, ſo that People only taſte 
but never ſwallow them. Indeed | am apt to be- 
lieve, that the Stone, in paſling thro' the Ragoo's 
Guts, muſt have been impregnated with ſome of 
his alert Animal Juices. But this Account ſa- 
vours much of a Romance ; if otherwiſe, how 
great a Loſs and Misfortune was it to the Learned 
World in general, that F Aracreon had ſuch a 
treacherous and ill-contrived Epiglottis ? What a 
glorious poetick inſpiring Grape have we loſt? 
And,to come nigher home, what a Law-inſpiring 
Cherry-Tree have we loſt, by the fatal Mzan- 


Vid. Ray Hift. Plantar. © 

+ He was an old Amorous Lyrick Poet, very fond of a 
young Man called Bathyllus. He vas choaked wvith a Grape- 
Stine. Vid. Plin. 
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drings of 7 's Inteſtines? Theſe 

Hints I think ought to encourage our Botaniſts, 
and curious Gardeners, to ſearch cloſely into this 
ingeniouſly odd Way of propagating. 

The Fifth Tribe, are the Merdæ Spherulatz, 
five Balanoides, the Button - flrmed Excrement ; 
there are two Species of-this Tribe, the firſt are 
thoſe voided in ſmall, firm, round, diſtin& Balls, 
Buttons, or Bullets; the ſecond are thoſe kind 
of Buttons conglomerate, or joined ſo cloſe and 
compact together, as to form, at firſt Sight, one 
large ſolid Excrement, but upon a cloſer Scratiny 
they lie racematim or ſpicatim, like an Ear of 
Indian Wheat, and may as eaſily be ſeparated» 
if any one wou'd undertake the Work. 

I have obſerv'd theſe Species to flouriſh moſtly 
among Colleges, Schools, and moſt Places of 
publick Education, as well as in and about Pri- 
ſons, Jails, and all Places of Confinement and 
Chaſtiſement; and here I can't but obſerve how 
juſt that common Fagliſb Phraſe is, when a Man 
Man is under any Terrors or Apprehenſions, of 
ſaying ſuch a Man is making Buttons. 

* I muſt beg Leave here to make a ſhort Di- 
greſſion, and enquire into the Meaning of this 
Aphoriſtical Way of Speaking ; and firſt, as 1 
have already hinted, Fear is the ſuppoied Au- 


* An Epiſode upon the Word making Buttons, 
thor, 
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thor, and therefore we muſt know in what 
Manner Fear acts upon an human Body. 
Anatomiſts ſay, That Fear and Joy have the 
fame Effect upon the Muſcular Fibres,and actuate 
in the ſame Manner,that is, by relaxing the Fibres, 
particularly thoſe circular ones of the Sphincters, 
and of Conſequence there muſt be an involuntary 
Effuſion of whatſoever thoſe Sphin&ers are ap- 
propriated to contain, whether of Sweat (for 
we'll ſuppoſe ſomething equivalent to a Sphincter 
even to every Pore} Urine, Stool, &c. but par- 
ticularly of this laſt, Now a Man under the 
Fear of ſome imminent Danger (according to 
our Hypotheſis) every Time he thinks of it, 
maſt have one of theſe involuntary Relaxations, 
perhaps twenty Times in a Day, or oftener, and 
of Conſequence this muſt produce a Bit or But- 
ton of Excrement ; and thus the otherwiſe, large, 
regular, and natural Stool, 1s ſubdivided into 
twenty in Miniature, in one Day. And this I 
take to be the true Meaning of the Word making 
Buttons. | | | 
* I remember to have read, in an Hiſtory of 
the Revolutions of Europe, of a Battle fought at 
the Foot of Mount Heckla in Iceland, and one of 
the Antagoniſt Armies wanting, Ball, made Uſe 
of theſe Fæces Balansides, to load their Muſquets 


Vid. Vertot, page 1065. 
wir hal, 
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withal, their Fears till ſupplying them with 
fach kind of Ammunition ; and, tho' the World 
may think that they made but a 8 t —n Sort of 
Fight, yet they entirely diſcomfited their Ene- 
mies, partly by the unſavoury Smell, and partly 
by the Scattering and Comminvtion of the Excre- 
mentitious Bullets, which almoſt blinded them ; 
and this I believe was the firſt Time Fear was 
ever known to gain a Victory. 

I have been told by experienced Engineers, 
that the Inventers of Stink-Pots took their firſt 
Hint from this remarkable Battle, only with the 
Addition of ſome few more ſlaughtering Mate- 
rials. 

This kind of Excrement, in Dogs, is called 
Album Gracum, ſo remarkably good for fore 
Throats, and for cleanſing Linnen. 

Horſes moſtly void this Species of Excrement, 
and ſome ſay tis of this kind in Cats, whereof 
the Muſk and Civet proceed. 

Here I beg Leave to give the World not only a 
very uſeful but a very wholeſome Hint, becauſe 
tis beſt known, by the Aſſiſtance of this Species 
of Excrement. 

"Tis no eaſy Matter for one to ſay, juſtly, when 
he has done Stool; for, tho a Perſon in full Health 
may have made a very plentiful Dejection, yet 
it often happens that he may not be ſo perfectly 

3 | ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied or eaſy as might be expected from ſuch a 
kind of Evacuation ; and this I take to be the 
Diagnoſtick Symptom, by which we may judge 
there ſtill remains ſome Fragment in the Gut to 
be avoided, which, by its Weight upon the 
Sphincter of the Gut, may occaſion what Phyſi- 
cians call a Teneſmus or Needing. But the ſure 
Prognoſtick by which we may be certain that the 
Buſineſs is done compleatly, is, by a certain 
Sphenoid or Wedgelike Bit of Excrement, that ge- 
nerally ſlips out after all; the Shape of it ſhews 
(being very thin towards the Gut) that there is 
an exact and regular Cloſure or Coincidence of the 
Gut and its Sphincter; you may very often ob- 
ſerve this ſhapeful Morſel of Fæces, mounted at 
the Top of a plentiful ſolid Stool, like a Lillipu- 


tian Grenadier's Cap; and this you may aſſure 


yourſelf of, that whoever evacuates in this Man- 
ner has finiſhed his Stool compleatly, I have 
often heard Phyſicians ſay, that, if a Man urined, 
after his Faces were voided, *twas a ſure Sign 
there was none left behind, there being an exact 
and nice Conſent or Harmony between the two 
Spbincters, vix. of the Veſica Urinaria and of 
the Rectum; but this Opinion I am told is quite 
exploded, as not at all to be depended upon. But 
to haſten to our ſixth and laſt Tribe of Fæces, 
which are the 
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Merdez Anomalæ or irregular Excrements, which 
are not reducible to any one certain Shape, but 
reſemble ſundry and various Figures; what I have 
obſerved them moſtly to reſemble I have ſummed 
up under the following Heads, wiz, Top+&nots, 
Peepers, Cawls, Lappets, Pinners, Breaft-knots, 
Shoe-ftrings, Robings, Beau daſhes, To my Lowe, 
and from my Love, c. And theſe I have re- 
marked are, for the moſt Part, voided by Mille. 
ners, Quilters, Seampſtreſſes, Mantua-makers, 
and Servant Maids. Another Species of this 
Tribe, are in the Form of Letters in all Las- 
guages, ſuch as Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Arabic, 
Perſian, Syriac, Chaldean, c. Theſe are moſtly 
voided by School - Maſters, Writing - Maſters, 
Lawyers, Language-Maſters, nn and 
Learned Divines. 

The Third Species of this Tribe are thoſe re- 
ſembling Lines, Curves, Rettangles, Triangles, 
Duadrangles, Ihoſeeles · Triangles, Perpendiculars, 
Squares, Cubes, Ic. with Variety of other Figures 
in the Mathematicks : Theſe | have obſerved are 
generally voided by Aſtronomers, Geographers, 


Mathematicians, Almanack makers, Fencing-- 


maſters, Dancing-maſters, Riding-maſters, and 
W—maſters. 
I was acquainted with a very worthy Gentle- 


man, a Mathematician in Edinburgh, who in the 


D2z whole 
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whole Courſe of his Life never S—t out of the 
Form of an Iſoſceles-Triangle, excepting when 
he bad a Looſeneſs; and even then, he told 
me, it generally run into the Form of a Pen- 
tagon. 

Daniel Bournbech, the famous Dutch Fencing- 
maſter, told all his Scholars (from one of whem I 
had the Story) that his Faces always came 
from him in one ſolid ſtreight Line, but, when it 
touched the Ground it broke exactly in the 
Middle, and divided into two; and the Extre- 
mities of each, falling acroſs one another ſlanting, 
repreſented the moſt regular Poſture of the Croſ- 
ſing of two Foils or Rapiers, at the firſt On-ſet or 
Meeting. 

Mynheer Van Hutten, Profeſſor of the Mathe- 
maticks at Middleburgh in Zealand, tells us him- 
ſelf, in * his Life, that, ever ſince he began to 
ſtudy that elaborate Science intenſely, he was 
always Coſtive in his Body; and, whenever he 
went to Stool, he voided three Pieces of Excre- 
ment, that fell into the Form of a Gnomon, and, 
whenever he was the leaſt indiſpoſed, there fell a 
fourth that made a regular Diagonal. 


Ses "bis Prefatory Diſcourſe Page 19. to bis Culleft, 
Teomet, 
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T have ſeveral curious Inftances of this Na- 

ture by me, that I have collected from Time 

to Time, beſides ſome diverting and uſeful Re- 

marks upon the Fzces Colliguative, which I ſhall 

publiſh very ſpeedily, if this has any tolerable 
$ncceſs in the World, 
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